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Vocabulary 

 

Adaptation: A characteristic or trait that allows an organism to be better suited for survival and 
reproduction within a given habitat. 

Biodiversity: When many different types of animal and plant species live in a particular 
ecosystem or habitat. 

Biome: Area on earth that have similar climates, plants, and animals. Biomes are defined by 
their average precipitation rates and temperature. 

Climate: The regular prevailing weather and temperature conditions of an area over a long 
period of time. 

Climate Change: Refers to the rapid increase in global temperatures. It is the result of an 
increase of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases in the atmosphere from the burning of 
fossil fuels. 

Ecosystem: A community of living organisms in conjunction with the nonliving components of 
their environment, interacting as a system. 

Endangered Species: A species of animal or plant that is in danger of going extinct. 

Erosion: The process of wind, water, or other natural forces breaking down something over a 
period of time. 

Food Web: The mapping of the flow of energy through an ecosystem: who eats what, and who 
gets energy from whom. 

Habitat: The natural home of a living thing. 

Marine Animals: Any of numerous animals inhabiting the planets oceans and seas. 

Organism: An individual living thing. 

Survive: To continue to live or exist, especially in spite of danger or hardship. 

Terrestrial Animals:  Animals that live predominantly or entirely on land, as compared with 
aquatic animals, which live predominantly or entirely in the water. 
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In this activity, students will be sorting animals of the mangroves into either Marine Animals or 
Terrestrial Animals. Students will cut out and place the animals into the two categories. Students will 
then place the nametags alongside the corresponding animals. 
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